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executions of the French sovereigns and consented to become
the lieutenant-general of the provisional army which was
raised for the little war that in 1797 broke out between the
two republics . . . the war in which the UJS.S. Constellation
captured VInsurgente a month before Washington's eyes
closed for ever.
§
I have always wondered what, upon his deathbed, must have
been the thoughts of that great man at that expression of
Virginia in the evolution of the institutions of mankind.
There were the stars of the glorious banner, typified by the
Constellation, fighting in their courses against the idea of
human liberty typified by PInsurgents—the men of Washing-
ton murdering, practically in the name of Monarchy, the
sea-mates of De Grasse and Rochambeau who Had enabled
those stars to fly upon that banner. And the banner was the
banner of men that would certainly, could they have caught
him, have shortened George III by a head.*
I am glad to be able to disinter this instance of want of
taste on the part of Washington and Virginia; for the greatest
soldier and the best individual man that the country of
my birth ever produced and the only one of its colonies
to deserve the name of civilized would otherwise appear
to me to be too marmoreally unflawed to be supportable.
One does not want often to think of flaws in the character of
* There exists in the records of a State that I am always, except for
that, gay at entering, the record of a judgment rendered against certain
criminals. It says—in the time-honoured ceremonial phrase of British
jurisprudence when about to do murder—''You shall be taken from this
place to the place from which you came." . . . And there upon an
appointed day they—seven of them—should be hanged by the neck.
And they should be taken down alive and under their eyes their bowels
should be taken out and their bodies should be dismembered <. . . and
so on . i . I do not wish to distress myself by turning up the record,
but those words are so near the original as to make no difference, and
if anybody doubts them I will provide them with the reference. . * .
The point is that the crime of those abhorred miscreants was that of
not being traitors to their king and country- So I think I may allow
myself to think that such was the nature of the times that, if they could
have caught him, the heroes of the Revolution would have executed
George III.

